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— The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet beneath the correspondence address- 
Period for Response s-7 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR RESPONSE IS SET TO EXPIRE w2 MONTH(S) FROM THE 

MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a response be timely filed after SIX (6) MONTHS 
from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for response specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a response within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

- If NO period for response is specified above, such period shall, by default, expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication . 

- Failure to respond within the set or extended period for response will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 

Status 

□ Responsive to communication(s) filed on . 

□ This action is FINAL. 

□ Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is closed in 
accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1; 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims . / 

^CIaim(s) / ~~ UL j<?are pending in the application. 

Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

□ Claim(s) -A U ls/ a fe allowed. 

^CIaim(s) j ~ Ifjf j6/are rejected. 

^ Claim(s) j ~~ UL j^are objected to. 

□ Claim(s) — are subject to restriction or election 

requirement. 

Application Papers 

^See the attached Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review, PTO-948. 

□ The proposed drawing correction, filed on is □ approved □ disapproved. 

^The drawing(s) filed on 0 f i^are objected to by the Examiner. 

^The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

□ The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 (aMd) 

^Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 11 9(a)-(d). 
^5. All DSome* □ None of the CERTIFIED copies of the priority documents have been 
fl^ received. 

□ received in Application No. (Series Code/Serial Number) . 



□ received in this national stage application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 1 7.2(a)). 

•Certified copies not received: . 

Attachment(s) 

□ Information Disclosure Statement(s), PTO-1449, Paper No(s) □ Interview Summary, PTO-413 

^Notice of References Cited, PTO-892 □ Notice of Informal Patent Application, PTO-1 52 
^Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review, PTO-948 □ Other 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Drawings 

1 . The drawings are objected to under 37 CFR 1 .83(a). The drawings must show every 
feature of the invention specified in the claims. Therefore, the "members" (with coatings), the 
"bolt" (not just a head of a bolt) and the "washer" must be shown or the feature(s) canceled from 
the claim(s). No new matter should be entered. 

A proposed drawing correction or corrected drawings are required in reply to the Office 
action to avoid abandonment of the application. The objection to the drawings will not be held in 
abeyance. 

Specification 

2. The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: 

The specification including the title, the abstract as well as the claims in this case are 
directed to "a bolt tightening structure", but the specification never actually discloses a "bolt 
tightening structure". The specification mentions a bolt, but it never discloses structure 
associated with the bolt that is capable of or any way associated with tightening of the bolt. 

Appropriate correction is required. 
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3. The title of the invention is not descriptive. A new title is required that is clearly indicative 
of the invention to which the claims are directed. 

As stated above, this application is not actually directed to a "bolt tightening structure" 
and a more accurate and descriptive title needs to be used. 

4. Applicant is reminded of the proper content of an abstract of the disclosure. 

A patent abstract is a concise statement of the technical disclosure of the patent and 
should include that which is new in the art to which the invention pertains. If the patent is of a 
basic nature, the entire technical disclosure may be new in the art, and the abstract should be 
directed to the entire disclosure. If the patent is in the nature of an improvement in an old 
apparatus, process, product, or composition, the abstract should include the technical disclosure 
of the improvement. In certain patents, particularly those for compounds and compositions, 
wherein the process for making and/or the use thereof are not obvious, the abstract should set 
forth a process for making and/or use thereof If the new technical disclosure involves 
modifications or alternatives, the abstract should mention by way of example the preferred 
modification or alternative. 

The abstract should not refer to purported merits or speculative applications of the 
invention and should not compare the invention with the prior art. 
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Art Unit: 

Where applicable, the abstract should include the following: 

(1) if a machine or apparatus, its organization and operation; 

(2) if an article, its method of making; 

(3) if a chemical compound, its identity and use; 

(4) if a mixture, its ingredients; 

(5) if a process, the steps. 

Extensive mechanical and design details of apparatus should not be given. 
As stated above, the abstract is also not accurate or descriptive of the actual invention 
which is a fastener assembly and not a "bolt tightening structure". 



5. The following guidelines illustrate the preferred layout and content for patent applications. 
These guidelines are suggested for the applicant's use. 

Arrangement of the Specification 



The following order or arrangement is preferred in framing the specification and, except 
for the reference to the drawings, each of the lettered items should appear in upper case, without 
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underling or bold type, as section headings. If no text follows the section heading, the phrase 
"Not Applicable" should follow the section heading: 

(a) Title of the Invention. 

(b) Cross-Reference to Related Applications. 

(c) Statement Regarding Federally Sponsored Research or Development. 

(d) Reference to a "Sequence Listing," a table, or a computer program listing appendix 
submitted on compact disc (see 37 CFR 1.52(e)(5)). 

(e) Background of the Invention. 

1 . Field of the Invention. 

2. Description of the Related Art including information disclosed under 37 
CFR 1.97 and 1.98. 

(f) Brief Summary of the Invention. 

(g) Brief Description of the Several Views of the Drawing(s). 

(h) Detailed Description of the Invention. 

(i) Claim or Claims (commencing on a separate sheet). 

(j) Abstract of the Disclosure (commencing on a separate sheet), 
(k) Drawings. 

(1) Sequence Listing, if on paper (see 37 CFR 1.821-1.825). 
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In addition to the above listed problems with the specification, the "Brief Description of 
the Several View of the Drawings" portion (page 5) needs revision. The descriptions of the 
Figures should indicate what is actually shown (that is, what structure is shown and not state that 
it is a "test piece"). 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

6. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the subject 
matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

7. Claims 1-6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being indefinite for 
failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as 
the invention. 

In each claim, line 1 states that the claim is directed to "a bolt tightening structure" which 
as stated above is inaccurate. There is no structure or means claimed that will tighten a bolt. 
These claims are directed to a fastener assembly that includes an alloy member or members, a bolt 
and a washer. 




# 
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Allowable Subject Matter 



Claims 1-6 would be allowable if rewritten or amended to overcome the rejection(s) 



under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, set forth in this Office action. 



Conclusion 



9. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. The references to De Long, Teramae et al, Loeser et al and Kelly et al disclose related 
fasteners and assemblies with corrosion inhibiting coatings and are cited to show the state of the 
art.. 

10. The following are suggested formats for either a Certificate of Mailing or Certificate of 
Transmission under 37 CFR 1 .8(a). The certification may be included with all correspondence 
concerning this application or proceeding to establish a date of mailing or transmission under 37 
CFR 1 .8(a). Proper use of this procedure will result in such communication being considered as 
timely if the established date is within the required period for reply. The Certificate should be 
signed by the individual actually depositing or transmitting the correspondence or by an individual 
who, upon information and belief, expects the correspondence to be mailed or transmitted in the 
normal course of business by another no later than the date indicated. 
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Certificate of Mailing 

I hereby certify that this correspondence is being deposited with the United States Postal 
Service with sufficient postage as first class mail in an envelope addressed to: 
Assistant Commissioner for Patents 



(Date) 

Typed or printed name of person signing this certificate: 



Signature: 



Certificate of Transmission 

I hereby certify that this correspondence is being facsimile transmitted to the United States 

Patent and Trademark Office, Fax No. (703) - on . 

(Date) 

Typed or printed name of person signing this certificate: 



Please refer to 37 CFR 1 .6(d) and 1.8(a)(2) for filing limitations concerning facsimile 
transmissions and mailing, respectively. 

A response to this action can be filed by Fax (use Fax No. 703-872-9326). 



Washington, D.C. 20231 



on 



Signature: 



1 1 . Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Neill Wilson whose telephone number is (703) 308-2168. 
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NRW 

February 6, 2003 



Neilt Wilson 
Primary Examiner 



